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CITY OF EAST HELENA 
COUNCIL MEETING  

CITY HALL 
August 2, 2016 7PM 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Judy Leland, Don Dahl, Kit Johnson, and Mike Misowic 
 
EXCUSED/ABSENT: City Judge Loveless, City Attorney Pete Elverum, Fire Chief Troy Maness 
 
PRESENT FROM CITY: Mayor James Schell, Clerk Treasurer Gena Berry, Deputy Clerk Julia 
Shannon, Public Works Director Scott St. Clair, Chief of Police Dale Aschim 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Charles Lindstrom, Sally Nyland, KayCee Adams, Stephanie Boysen, Betsy 
Burns of EPA, Blaine Verbanic, Linda Parker.                                              
 
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Schell called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Leland. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Mayor Schell called for public comment. None given. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The minutes of the July 19, 2016 Council Meeting were reviewed for 
approval.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dahl seconded by Councilmember Misowic to 
approve the minutes as presented. Councilmember Johnson abstained due to absence, other members 
voted aye. Motion carried.  The minutes of the July 21, 2016 Special Council Budget Meeting were 
reviewed for approval.  Councilmember Dahl made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Councilmember Misowic seconded. Councilmember Johnson abstained due to absence, other members 
voted aye. Motion carried.  The minutes of the July 26, 2016 Special Council Budget Meeting were 
reviewed for approval.  Councilmember Johnson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. 
Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
CITY JUDGE REPORT:  none 
 
MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL TRUST GROUP (METG)/EPA UPDATE:  Betsy Burns 
announced that as of 10 am that morning, water had been diverted to channel and was running cloudy, but 
on track. She mentioned the lead advisory meeting the following Wednesday morning. Councilmember 
Johnson thanked her for her time and work on the project. 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS: 
City Clerk Treasurer: Clerk Treasurer Berry stated that she is still working on budgets and noted that 
taxable valuation for the City is down compared to 2016.  
 
Police Department: Chief of Police Aschim discussed key points on his written report: The Street dance 
went well with only three disorderly conduct arrests and no open container violations. He stated that the 
crowd demonstrated great support for law enforcement officers. Chief Aschim reported that the Car Show 
was phenomenal, to which Councilmember Johnson thanked Chief Aschim and Officer Gutowski for 
their presence at the event. Chief Aschim showed council one of the two radios the officers have been 
using, on loan from the Sheriff’s Department, and was pleased with the performance of the radios in areas 
of poor reception. He then fielded questions from council regarding reception, battery life, Bluetooth 
capability, and cost ($7500). He mentioned that Officer Gutowski was attending a Street Survival training 
next month in Billings, and thought that all officers should attend this type of training. The Chief reported 
on issues with towing an abandoned motorhome that held personal belongings of an incarcerated man. He 
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will discuss the legalities with Attorney Elverum before acting on the issue. He gave a vehicle update, 
stating that all vehicles were in good shape, but the video in the 2013 Ford is not storing to the reader 
card, reducing internal memory. He believes there is money in the budget to replace the unit. 
 
Public Works Department: Public Works Director St. Clair presented a written report, commenting on 
items of importance. The waste water treatment plant is running ok, currently bypassing the metals plant 
to discharge. He affirmed that DEQ is aware and may issue violation notice. He reported a recent brown-
out that had affected various motors and equipment in the city, and said he is looking into options for 
automated electronic notification of power outages and brown-outs that affect city facilities. 
 
Fire Department: Excused 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Gazebo: nothing to report 
 
Right of Way/Parking/Community Decay Committee: Councilmember Misowic stated that the 
committee had mailed an informational flier to all residents explaining the Right Of Way (ROW) 
Committee and describing what the ROW area is. He reminded that the next ROW Committee meeting 
will be on August 17, 2016, and that City Attorney Elverum will not be present at that meeting due to the 
Zoning Commission meeting scheduled for the same time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: Mayor Schell addressed New Business before Unfinished Business to allow those 
presenting new business to leave without having to stay through the bulk of the meeting. 
 

1. Helena Lions Swim Team use of EH pool – KayCee Adams asked Council for permission to use 
the pool on Saturday, August 27th from 9:30-11:30 am for try-outs, August 29th from 4:30-7:30 
pm for practice, August 31 and  September 1st and 2nd from 4:00-7:00pm for team practice. She 
proposed the rental rate that the team paid over the summer - $10 per hour per lane, equaling $50 
per hour for all five lanes. Pool Manager Shannon asked Council if they would like the pool to 
stay open the first weekend of September for public use. No public comment. A motion was made 
by Councilmember Johnson to allow Helena Lions use of the pool for times requested at $10 per 
hour per lane, as well as keeping the pool open through the first weekend of September for public 
use. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion passed unanimously.  

2. Quilts on Main Street – Linda Parker requested City approval to close the 200 block of West 
Main Street from 10 am to 6 pm on August 20th for a “Quilts on Main Street” event hosted by 
Parker and Glorious Day Quilt and Coffee Shop. Linda Parker also asked for assistance from 
Public Works Director St.Clair for hanging ropes from light poles for her to display quilts on. 
Director St.Clair voiced concerns over liability and precedent regarding city crews hanging ropes 
on poles, and noted that it was a conflict of interest for the City to pay crews to perform these 
tasks for a private event. He also suggested that she consult Northwestern Energy (NWE) before 
hanging anything from light poles. Councilmember Johnson stated that he thought the event was 
a great idea, but voiced concerns over public safety as it related to closing the roads, proper traffic 
barriers, etc. He suggested that she consider using the City Hall parking lot to host her event, and 
Councilmember Misowic suggested using Main Street Park, but Parker declined as she wished to 
hold the event near her home to promote her “Art in the Garden” site. Police Chief Aschim stated 
his only concern was public safety. Councilmembers noted that vendors must receive proper 
licenses from the City to participate. Councilmembers, and Mayor, determined that MDT, 
MMIA, and NWE be consulted, and that barriers would need to be obtained from Talbert 
Construction. No public comment. A motion was made by Councilmember Misowic to allow the 
event considering that the four points listed were met. Councilmember Leland seconded. Motion 
passed unanimously. 
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3. East Helena Methodist Church ADA Parking - Mayor Schell updated the council on the painting 
of the ADA parking spaces on the street in front of the church, and informed council that he was 
waiting for a drawing of the new plan for painting ADA parking lines. Sally Nyland commented 
on barriers being moved. Councilmember Johnson made a motion to table. Councilmember Dahl 
seconded. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

1. Water Rights Presentation – David Donahue of Hydro Solutions gave a presentation on the City’s 
Water Rights. Information only. 

2. East Clark Street Water & Sewer District Wastewater Agreement – Mayor Schell gave an update 
on this item for the public. He stated that he is waiting for City Attorney Elverum to return to 
Montana so that he can move the contract forward with the attorney of the ECSWS district. 
Information only. 

3. Porter Street Traffic – Police Chief Aschim explained the results of a report showing calls for 
service and highlighted the calls for Porter Street, noting that only one accident was speed related. 
Mayor Schell said that he would look into speed study vendors. No public comment. 
Councilmember Johnson made a motion to table. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

4. Personnel Policy Manual Updates – Mayor Schell asked for questions or comments from the 
council on the preliminary draft of the Personnel Policy Manual. All councilmembers were given 
an opportunity to voice their questions/concerns. The Mayor promised to make changes 
according to council input and present revised policy at the next council meeting. There were no 
public comments. A motion was made to table by Councilmember Johnson, and seconded by 
Councilmember Dahl. Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
 

MAYOR’S REPORT: Mayor Schell presented a written report, and informed Council that there was a 
setback on running power to the “Welcome to East Helena” sign project - NW Energy was requiring an 
address for the site before they could give an estimate. Mayor Schell said that they were working through 
the process. He commented on the work being done to resurface Valley Drive, with PWD St.Clair stating 
that it would take a couple of weeks to chipseal and stripe the road. 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ REPORTS: 
Don Dahl reported on the public hearing for zoning, and stated that they were waiting on verbiage from 
the trust group.  
Kit Johnson shared that he had watched the water flow into the new channel and was very excited about 
the creek project and the prospect of local areas for parks and recreation. He advised that everyone go 
look at the new channel. 
Judy Leland announced that there was no LEAP meeting tomorrow. 
Mike Misowic asked about insurance covering damages for the flood at the metals building. PWD 
St.Clair affirmed coverage. 
 
LEGAL REPORTS: 
None 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS: Councilmember Johnson motioned to pay the bills claim numbers 288940-
288964 for $28,724.37. Councilmember Dahl seconded. Motion carried unanimously.  
 
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
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MEETING SCHEDULE: 
1. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, August 3, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 
2. Special East Helena Council Budget Meeting Tuesday, August 9, 2016, 6PM, City Hall Rm 110 
3. Special East Helena Council Budget Meeting Wednesday, August 10, 2016, 7PM, City Hall Rm 

110 
4. Scheduled East Helena Council Meeting Tuesday, August 16, 2016, 7PM, City Hall Rm 110 
5. East Helena Zoning Commission Public Hearing Wednesday, August 17, 2016, 6PM, City Hall 

Rm 101 
6. East Helena ROW (Right-of-Way) Committee Meeting Wednesday, August 17, 2016, 6:30PM, 

City Hall Rm 110 
 

 

 
ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Schell adjourned the meeting at 9:54pm 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________        _____________________________ 
Clerk        Mayor 


